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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COLOMB 01039 230316Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO EB-08 COME-OO TRSE-00 OMB-01 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 
PRS-01 SP-02 AGRE-00 /056 W 

230925Z 048090/15 

R 221133Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6965 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 

UNCLAS COLOMBO 1039 

NEW DELHI FOR AGATT 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINR, EAID, CE 

SUBJ: FORMER FOOD COMMISSIONER CLEARED OF WRONGDOING IN THAI 
RICE ORDER 

REF: (A) COLOMBO 0952; (B) COLOMBO 1036 (NOTAL) 

1 . MINISTRY OF FOOD AND CO-OPERATIVES HAS ISSUED COMMUNIQUE 
STATING THAT INVESTIGATION OF FEBRUARY PURCHASEOF 60,000 TONS 
OF RICE FROM THAILAND (REFTEL A) HAS DETERMINED NO DISHONESTY 
OR IRREGULARITY. RICE WAS PURCHASED ON EMERGENCY BASIS TO 
SUPPLY INCREASE IN RICE RATION SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 4 (REFTEL 

B). WHILE ADMITTING POSSIBILITY THAT LOWER PRICES MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN OBTAINED BY NEGOTIATION WITH VARIOUS BIDDERS, MINISTRY 
COMMUNIQUE STATED THAT ALTERNATE PRICES AND TERMS WERE "UNCLEAR" 
AND URGENCY DID NOT MAKE IT "WORTHWHILE PURSUING" OTHER OFFERS. 
REGARDING SUDDEN DEPARTURE OF FORMER FOOD COMMISSIONER M.B. 
SENANAYAKE, COMMUNIQUE SAID FOOD MINISTER HAD PERSONALLY SATIS- 
FIED HIMSELF THAT SENANAYAKE HAD DONE NOTHING WRONG AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 COLOMB 01039 230316Z 
SANCTIONED HIS LEAVING COUNTRY. 

2. IN PUBLISHING MINISTRY'S STATEMENT ON MARCH 21, DAILY 

MIRROR RAN PARALLEL ARTICLE QUESTIONING COMMUNIQUE AND RAISING 
FURTHER QUESTIONSOEBOUOCRICE ORDER FROM THAILAND AND OTHER 
PURCHASES BY FOOD DEPARTMENT. 
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